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Introduction

The purpose of this report is to provide the results of the 2001 - 2002 ott-reservation
treaty trapping seasons for ochig (fishers), nigig (otters) and gidagaa-bizhiw (bobcats) in the
1837 and 1842 ceded territories of Wisconsin and Minnesota. Hunters and trappers were
members of the six Wisconsin Bands of Lake Superior Chippewa Iadians and the Mille Lacs
Chippewa Tribe (Minnesota). Harvests by Fond du Lac trappers was reported by Schraze (2002)
but are included in totals in this report.

|E‘1|F|'—'l

FI |mh~ A
3 IR ['.m art

-l La
G -l ale Lnl
0-Frad Clif
(N S O

TThe ceded lemtory boundary 12 a epresantation
and may ot be the lzgally bivding bounidary

Figure 1. Location of GLIFWC member tribes in Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota.
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Regulations and Annual Summary
Wisconsin

The trapping season began on October | for otters and bobeais and on November | for
fishers. The season ended on March 31 for all species. Trappers (and huaters for bobeats) were
required to oblain carcass tags for each species. Upon harvest the trapper or hunter was required
to tag the animal and register it at a tribal registration station by 3:00 pm of the nexi working day.
risher harvest was limited by zone, while oiter and bobcat harvests occurred theoughout the
ceded territories.

This year (2001 - 2002) tewer tribal members obtained a trapping permit than in 2000 -
2001 (Table | and Figure 2). However, the harvesis of fisher, otter and bobeat all increased in
2001 - 2002 trom the 2000 - 2001 levels (Gilbert 2001), The reasons for these increases are
unknowi,

Table 1. Number of licensed trappers and numbers of fishes, otters, and bobeats harvested by
tribal metnbers in Wisconsin during off-reservation treaty irapping seasons from 1990 - 9}
through 2001 - 2002,

Season Mumber of Fisher Hnrvest Dtter Harvest Bobeat Harvest

Licensed

Trappers™
1980 - 1991 408 24 4 G
1991 - 1992 248 27 4 ¥
1992 - 1903 512 36 3 0
1593 - 1904 704 122 3 2
1994 - 1008 736 138 12 4
1905 - 1994 966 58 12 l
1906 - 1907 1,125 134 14 4
1997-1998 149 226 +4 17
1998-1999 1.570 181 32 7
1999 - 2500 1,539 126 16 o
2000 - 2001 1,123 38 10 1
2001 - 2002 1.065 182 33 o

* The number of licensed trappers reflects the number of tribal members validating their off-reservation treaty harvesting permit
for (rapping. whether or not they set any traps or reveived any other trapping rags. From 1997 - 98 through 2001 - 2002 this
number included Mille Lacs members crapping in Minnesota.
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Minnesota

This was the tourth oft-reservation treaty trapping season in the 1837 ceded territory of
Minnesota. The 2000 - 2001 treaty trapping seasons were concurrent with those in Wisconsin,

Figure 2. Tribal fisher, otter and bobeat harvests in Wisconsin, 1990-2001.
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FISHER HARVEST
Wisconsin

The oft-reservation treaty fisher season began on November 1, 2001 and extended to
Marcn 31, 2002, During this 151 day period a total of 182 fishers were harvested off-reservation
by tribal members (Table 2). This represented an increase of 94 fishers trom the 2000 - 200]
narvest (88) (Table 1).

Ir1 2001 the State of Tennessee requested live fishers from Wisconsin as part of a
restoration effort. Red ClitY tribal trappers worked cooperatively with GLIFWC, Wisconsin
DNR and Tennessee Wildlife Resource Division fo Hve-trap 20 fishers from Unit 3 in Bayfield
County. There were 10 temales and [0 males which were capiured and, after a health inspection,
were tlown to Tennessee and released. No fishers died as a result of this capiure and movement,

There has been some evidence that fisher abundance was stabilizing or declining slightly
subsequent to 1997, After the over-harvest by state trappers of 1997 - 98, population levels were
lower than in the past years (WDNR population modeling, Robert Rolley, pers. commun.),
However, more recent modeling indicated that the population recovered from this over-harvest
because of actions by the state to control its harvest in 1998 - 99 and beyond. After the 1997 - 98
season trappers repoited that greater amounts of time were required to capture the same number
of fishers compared to previous years. This trend continued in 2001 with one exception; LCO
trappers reported large numbers ot tishers and relaiive ease in their capture.

Table 2. Off-reservation treaty tisher harvest as reporied by registration station for the 2001-
2002 season.

Registration Station Wilales Females Totnls
Bad River 3 4 7
Lac Courte Oreilles 68 66 134
Lac du Flambeau 2 1 3
Mille Lacs 0 0 0
Mole Lake ] B 0 l
Red Cliff 8 ) 14
St. Croix 7 16 23
Totals 89 | 93 182

Minnesota
There were no fishers taken in the 1837 ceded territory of Minnesota.
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Table 3. Otf-reservation treaty fisher harvest and quota levels teported by management unit and
zong for the 2001 - 2002 season in Wisconsin.

ZONE LUNIT TRIBAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL
QUOTA
A | 1 ] 2
2 0 3 ) 3
3 9 A 14
4 i 0 |
K] 0 2 2
3 é 1z 13
10 | | 2
11 0 3 3
12 1 2 3
13 1 0 i
17 b 0 17
- SUBTOTAL 100 28 38 ah
B & 2 0 2
13 16 ] 24
18 21 32 33
19 19 [ 30
23 2 2 4
SUBTOTAL 100 60 33 L5
c SUBTOTAL 73 0 0 0
D 43 ! 0 1
SUBTOTAL 73 1 0 1 N
E SUBTOTAL "19 - '0 o 0 - _ “mo,
TOTAL 360 39 a3 132




2000 - 2002 Fisher. Ouer und Bobeai Harvesis
1537 & 1842 Ceded Terricories

in Minnesota and Wisconsia

Admin Repart 02-10

Tribal trappers harvested fisher in 3 of the § fisher trapping zones (Table 3, Figures 3 and
4). Tribal members harvested 66% of their quota in Zone A, |15% in Zone B, 0% in Zone C, 1%
in Zone D, 0% in Zone E and 50% of the overall quota. Tribal harvest was concenirated in a few
management units in each zone, however, the list of units harvested in Zone A increased trom 5
10 2000 to 11 wnits in 2001, Many of these management units are popular units tor other wildlite
harvests {Gilbert 2002),

The sex ratio of the 2001 - 2002 harvest slightly favored females (51%0). Research
suggests that when the sex ratio of harvested fishers is equal or skewed towards males the havest
rate may not be excessive. However, when the sex ratio of the harvest is skewed towards
temales an over-harvest may be oceurring. In Zone A the majority of the harvest was female.
However because the harvest was [ow and the difference minoer, concern about excessive harvest
is not warranteq,

Table 4, Off-reservation teeaty fisher harvesi toials reported by county for the 2001 - 2002
season in Wisconsin,

County Males Females Totals
Ashland 2 0 2
Bayfield 9 to L9
Burnett 7 la 23
Chippewa 2 2 4
Douglas 2 1 3
Forest 1 0 I
Rusk 40 43 83
Sawyer 24 19 7 43
Washburn 2 2 4
Taotals 89 93 182

Tribal harvest of fisher was distributed among 9 counties (Table 4) with 46% of the
harvest taken from Rusk County. Bayfield County has been the county of highest fisher harvest
during all of the past fisher trapping seasons. However, in 2001 a signiticant increase in harvest
occurred in both Rusk and Sawyer Counties. This increase is due to increased registration at Lac
Courte Oreilles and presumably increased trapping effort.
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OTTER HARVEST
Wisconsin

Thirty five (35) otters were harvested oft-reservation by tribal members during the 2001 -
2002 trapping season (Tables 5. 6 and 7), which was held concurrent with the fisher frapping
season. This was the highest number of otters harvested since 1997 (Table [). No distinei
patterns of harvest have been observed,

Table 5. Oft-reservation treaty otter harvest as reported by registration station for the 2001 -
2002 season in Wisconsin.

Registration Station Males | Females Totals
Bad River 3 1 4
Lac Courte Oreitles 18 9 27
Lac du Flambean 0 0 0
Mille Lacs 0 0 0
viele Lake 0 0 0
Red Cliff -4 0 4
St. Croix , 0 0 0
Totals 23 10 735

Minnesota

No otters were registered in the Minnesota portion of the 1837 ceded territory by tribal
Memoers.
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Table 6. Ofi-reservation treaty otter harvest reported by management unit for the 2001 - 2002
season in Wisconsin.

Deer Management Unit Males Females Totals

3 + 0 -+
5 | | 2
6 2 0 2
12’ 3 & 9
13 5 t &
17 ._4 0 4
18 3 2 7
19 l 0 1

Totals 25 10 35

Table 7. Off-reservation treaty otier harvesi as reported by county for the 2001 - 2002 season in
Wisconsin,

County Vlales Females . Totals |
Ashland 2 0 2
Baytield 3 | )
Rusk 5 2 7
Sawyer 10 1 i
Washburn 3 6 9
Total 25 7 10 35




2000 - 2602 Fisher, Ouer and Babepl Harvasts
1837 & 1542 Cedad Terriories

i Minnesola and Wisconsin

Admin Repoe 2-10

BOBCAT HARVEST
Wisconsin
There were 6 bobeats harvested during the 2001 - 2002 off-reservation {reaiy trapping

season, which began October 1, 2001 and extended through March 31, 2002 (Tables 8, 9 and 10).

Table 8, Oft-reservation {reaty bobeat harvest as reported by registration station for the 2001 -
2002 season in Wisconsin,

Registration Station Males , Females Total
- Bad River I 0 [
Lac Courte Oreilles 3 | -+
Lag du Flambeau O 0 0
Mille Lacs 0 0 0
Mole Lake 0 0 0
Red Cliff 0 _ 0 0
St Croix | 0 l

Total

i
—
o

Table 9. Off-reservation treaty bobeat harvest reported by management unit for the 2001 - 2002
season in Wisconsin.

Deer Management Males Females Total
Unit

b 1 0 |
B 1 0 .l"

13 1 0 1

18 0 1 I

28 2 0 2

Total 5 ] 6
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Table 10. Oft-reservation treaty bobcat harvest as reported by county for the 2001 - 2002 season
in Wisconsin,

County Males Females Total
Ashland | 0 { )
Burnett { 0 { )
Iron 2 0 2 .
Rusk 0 I N
Sawyer | i |
Total 5 7 | L 6
Minnesota

No bobcats were harvested by tribal members in the Minnesota portion of the 1837 ceded
territoiy.
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